No study demands greater caution and discriminating observation than that of the effect of remedies in snake-poisoning. The fallacies which are apt to obscure the subject and lead to false inferences are so numerous that the utmost care is necessary in drawing conclusions. In the first place, it is necessary to be perfectly certain that the bite has been inflicted by a poisonous snake. It is curious how often this simple and -very essential precaution is neglected. 
No study demands greater caution and discriminating observation than that of the effect of remedies in snake-poisoning. The fallacies which are apt to obscure the subject and lead to false inferences are so numerous that the utmost care is necessary in drawing conclusions. In the first place, it is necessary to be perfectly certain that the bite has been inflicted by a poisonous snake. It is curious how often this simple and -very essential precaution is neglected. The occurrence of symptoms of poisoning, after having been bitten by a snake, by no means proves that the animal which inflicted the injury was of a venomous species. Abundant experience has demonstrated that the most severe and apparently dangerous nervous disturbance has followed the bite of a perfectly harmless reptile, while the symptoms were merely due to fright. " 
